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owing to a decline in the number of registrations as well as in the
value of" documents registered. In 1928-29, the fees will be the
same as in 1920-21 and the increase of revenue during the period
of eight years is Us. 4-51 lakhs ; or Rs. -56 lakh per annum on
an average. This is due to the facilities for registration of docu-
ments afforded to the public by the opening of new sub-registry
offices every year and the growth in the value of documents
registered.
Aggregate value
Tear.                             Registrations.       of documents
registered.
(1)                                         (2)                        (3)
CHORES OF
RUPEES.
1920          .........        1,561,936              64-76
1921          .........        1.420,132              62-00
1922          .........        1,374,026              61-34
1923          .........        1,339,007              58-37
1924          .........        1,383,039              58-73
1925          .........        1,397,479              62-50
1926          .........       1,394,063              63-88
16. The foregoing analysis of the growth of revenue under the
principal heads shows that the revenue allocated to the province
under the existing scheme has not materially expanded in spite
of the financial stringency which was severely felt until the Govern-
ment of India were able to remit the provincial contribution. So
long as such a large portion of the provincial revenue had to be
paid .over to the Government of India there was some justification
for the reluctance of the provincial legislature to impose additional
taxation. That the Council did agree to levy higher stamp duties
in 1922 may perhaps afford ground for confidence that should a
similar need arise in future the Council will not shrink from the
odium of increasing the burden of taxation. On the other hand
the general trend of all recent debates on financial questions has
been in .the direction of a demand for a decrease of the land revenue,
for the surrender of the excise revenue, and for a reduction of
othrr fees and charges.
17. Between 1920-21 and 1928-29 the revenues" of Madras have
risen from Bs. 1,585-76 lakhs to Us. 1,745-32 lakhs, i.e., by
Rs. 159-56 lakhs or 10-06 per cent. During the same period the
revenues of the Central Government have risen from Us. 11,680-47
lakhs to Rs. 12,964-75 lakhs or by 12-39 per cent; but these figures,
just as the provincial figures, need correction in order to* present
a true comparison ; extraordinary items of revenue of the nature
of windfalls must be left out of account, and allowance must bg
made for change* of accounts classification especially in the case
of Railways. If these corrections are made, the revenue of the
Central Government may be put down at Rs. 8,373-61 lakhs in
1920-21 and at Rs. 10,454-96 in 192R-29 ; the increase here is
Rs. 2,081-35 lakhs or 24-85 per cent. The principal increase has
been under the head of customs duties, the yield from which has